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Bacterial meningitis is rare, but is usually serious 
and can be life-threatening if it’s not treated right 
away. Viral meningitis (also called aseptic meningitis) 
is relatively common and far less serious. It often 
remains undiagnosed because its symptoms can be 
similar to those of the common flu.

Kids of any age can get meningitis, but because it 
can be easily spread between people living in close 
quarters, teens, college students, and boarding-
school students are at higher risk for infection.

If dealt with promptly, meningitis can be treated 
successfully. So it’s important to get routine 
vaccinations, know the signs of meningitis, and 
if you suspect that your child has the illness, seek 
medical care right away.

Causes of Meningitis

Many of the bacteria and viruses that cause 
meningitis are fairly common and are typically 
associated with other routine illnesses. Bacteria 
and viruses that infect the skin, urinary system, 
gastrointestinal or respiratory tract can spread by the 

INFORMATION ON MENINGITIS

Webcam feature

A parent can drag the blue tab out to reveal the webcam feature 
of  the device. Pulling out this blue tab will simply show a live 
streaming video of  their child in the hospital room. Parents can 
push the tab back in to stop the video.
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Home screen

The home screen features the child’s latest updates, the current plan, 
the total number of  unanswered questions, answered questions, and 
notes they have saved, links to more information, and the current 
staff  caring for their child. They can also customize the types of  
information they want displayed through this screen,
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UPDATES

Dr. Miller  Sun 5/10, 4:30pm

Order for blood test done

Dr. Miller  Sun 5/10, 4:30pm

Order for urine sample done

Dr. Miller  Sun 5/10, 4:30pm

Ordered spinal tap test

WHAT’S HAPPENING LEARN MORE!
CARING FOR CALEB

CURRENT PLAN

Dr. Miller  Sun 5/10, 4:35pm

•  Wait for test results, which 	

   should be ready tomorrow.

•  Monitor for any sudden 	

    	
   changes 

overnight 

•  Take blood and vitals every 	

	
   four hours

YOUR QUESTIONS/NOTES

You have:

3 unanswered questions

2 answered questions

5 saved notes

Jen
Charge nurse

Lisa
Nurse

information on meningitis

information on seizures

information on spinal taps

information on antibiotic X

search for more information

information on hospital facilities

Your 3–9pm nursing staff

Dr. Miller

Attending

Dr. Moore

Resident

Current doctors on call

Dave

Your social worker

customize directCare
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INFORMATION ON MENINGITIS
YOUR QUESTIONS/NOTES

The first symptoms of bacterial or viral meningitis can come on 

quickly or surface several days after a child has had a cold and runny 

nose, diarrhea and vomiting, or other signs of an infection. Common 

symptoms include:

    * fever

    * lethargy (decreased consciousness)

    * irritability

    * headache

    * photophobia (eye sensitivity to light)

    * stiff neck

    * skin rashes

    * seizures

Infants with meningitis may not have those symptoms, and might 

simply be extremely irritable, lethargic, or have a fever. They may be 

difficult to comfort, even when they are picked up and rocked.

Other symptoms of meningitis in infants can include:

    * jaundice (a yellowish tint to the skin)

    * stiffness of the body and neck (neck rigidity)

    * fever or lower-than-normal temperature

    * poor feeding

    * a weak suck

    * a high-pitched cry

    * bulging fontanelles (the soft spot at the top/front of the baby’s skull)

Viral meningitis tends to cause flu-like symptoms, such as fever and 

runny nose, and may be so mild that the illness goes undiagnosed. 

Most cases of viral meningitis resolve completely within 7 to 10 days, 

without any complications or need for treatment.

save as new question

save as new note

3 questions

5 notes
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fferent
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Information screen

The information screen is similar to that of  the mobile device, 
except that the questions and notes panel is placed directly to the 
right of  the information panel. Everything works the same as it 
does in the mobile device.


